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Daniel Maldonado is a senior policy advisor in Holland & Knight's Washington, D.C., office 
and a member of the firm's Public Policy & Regulation Group. Mr. Maldonado has over 35 
years of federal appropriations, legislative and budget experience. He has extensive expertise 
in a range of public policy areas, including local government, community economic 
development, surface and air transportation, sustainable energy, water and environmental 
policy, K-12 and higher education policy, and hospital and healthcare systems. His local 
government experience includes advancing a collaborative sustainability initiative engaging 
leading Western states’ mayors. 

Mr. Maldonado served 11 years as the chief of staff for former Los Angeles Congressman 
Edward Roybal, one of the “cardinals” on the House Appropriations Committee who served 
on the Subcommittees on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education; Treasury and 
General Government; and Foreign Operations; and chaired the House Select Committee on 
Aging.  As the Congressman’s chief of staff, he provided appropriation analyses and 
recommendations for House Appropriations Committee and House-Senate Conference 
committees.   

In addition, Mr. Maldonado worked with the Congressman to found the two leading 
Hispanic leadership organizations in the U.S., the Congressional Hispanic Caucus (CHC) 
and the National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO).  His work 
also encompassed several important legislative policy areas, including voting rights 
amendments, migrant and farmworker rights, bilingual education, and immigration reform. 
During this time, Mr. Maldonado staffed the Congressman’s successful efforts to authorize 
and fund the LA Metro’s commuter rail system and its intermodal hub, to fund a series of 
public health initiatives in HIV-AIDS and Alzheimer’s disease, and to fund the rebuilding of 
the Centers for Disease Control’s aging national laboratories’ infrastructure.  

He served four years in the Carter Administration, serving first as the Director of Legislation 
and Intergovernmental Affairs for ACTION/Peace Corps, and then as Associate Director of 
the President’s Regulatory Council, responsible for safety and environmental regulatory 
policy analysis. He was appointed by the President as a public member to the Secretary of 
Interior’s Oil Shale Environmental Review panel. Previously, he served as a Contracts and 
Grants Officer for the University of California at Los Angeles.   
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Mr. Maldonado, a native of Los Angeles, attended Loyola University (now Loyola 
Marymount), B.A., magna cum laude; UCLA, M.S., with honors; and Georgetown 
University Graduate School in Washington, D.C. on a John Hay Whitney Foundation 
Fellowship. 
 
He serves on the advisory board of the UCLA Luskin Center for Innovation, as well as on the 
board of advisors for Luskin School of Public Affairs; and on the board of the Roybal 
Foundation. 
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